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REPORT

ON

THE SIKHIM EXPEDITION.

CHAPTER L

To appreciate the causes which led to the Sikhim Expedition, it is
necessary to review the political relations exist-
ing for the previous two years between our
Government and the Maharaja of Sikhim.,

By Article 22 of the Treaty of 1861,* the Sikhim Chief is bound #For terms of
Infringement of Treaty Dot to spend more than three months of each tS'e:l:Y"’""I -B.
of 1861. year in Tibet. For years back we have been Gazetteer.
vainly striving to induce his predecessor and himself to fulfil the
conditions subscribed to in that treaty, and in 1887, after residing in
Tibet for almost two years in spite of our repeated remonstrances,
he declared himself unable to visit the Lieutenant-Governor at
Darjeeling, because he had been forbidden to do so by the Tibetan
Government and the Chinese representative at Lhasa.t 1F. 0. No. 1,
That the Maharaja had no intention of returning to Sikhim was Jan. '88.
proved by the manner of his ordering the urgent collection and trans-
mission of revenue to Chumbi in Tibet. These acts pointed to the
decline of our influence in Sikhim, and seemed likely to force the
party friendly to us to make submission to Tibet.

Introduction.

There was one great difficulty which interfered with the re-estab-
lishment of satisfactory relations with Sikhim.
While measures were in progress for the despatch of a British F O 293,
Tibetan incursioninto Mission to Lhasa in 1886, an armed party of Feb. 6.
Sikhim. Tibetans, some 300 strong, crossed the Jelep-la
pass, and took up a position at a place called Lingtu, about 13 miles
B
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within the Sikhim border, with the apparent object of forcibly barring
the way into Tibet. The abandonment of the Mission, it was
thought, would have led to their retirement (the Government of Lhasa
having made the proposed commercial mission of Mr, Macaulay an
excuse for establishing this fortified post) ; but instead of this occurring,
they built a fort or gate-house across the road, constructed by, and in
the charge of, the British Government, and they showed every appear-
ance of retaining a permanent, though reduced, garrison to block
the road to the Jelep-la. Their presence prevented all trade, and was
a menace and source of irritation and unrest to the peaceful people
of Sikhim, and even to those within our own border in the Darjeeling
district.

The Chinese Government was evidently the best medium for secur-

Negotiations with the 10g the withdrawal of the Tibetan soldiery; but
Government of China, a5 any mention of boundary was likely to give
rise to an undesirable and specific assertion of China’s suzerainty
over Sikhim, the Government of India thought it advisable to make
an unofficial representation in the matter through our Ambassador at
the Court at Peking. The Chinese Government were informed that
it was merely out of good-will to China that steps had not been
taken to expel the Tibetan invaders. In reply, they urged postpone-
ment of active measures until they could exert their influence at
Lhasa to withdraw the Tibetans from Sikhim, In deference to the
wishes of the Chinese Government, the Indian authorities determined
to suspend action until the 15th March 1888, which date was con-
sidered as allowing China ample time to act in the matter.

In January 1388, His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal
represented that the restoration of the bridge over the Rongli upon
the road to Jelep-la was a matter of urgent importance, and recom-
mended that as assistance in rebuilding the bridge or repairing the
road beyond the frontier could not be hoped for from the Raja,

Repair to road advo- the Public Works Department, or preferably
cated. pioneers, should perform the work. His Honour
further recommended that, in order to inspire the leaders of the
national party in Sikhim with confidence, preparations for turning
the Tibetan intruders out of Lingtu should be at once pushed on.
It was now evident that any further dilatoriness upon our part was
likely to be misinterpreted both by the people of Sikhim and by the
neighbouring States of Nepal and Bhutan, who would consider our
long-suffering as a sign either of weakness or indifference.

In accordance with the views expressed by the Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor, on the 21st January 1888 the Government of India sanctioned
the despatch to Siliguri, and thence by the Teesta valley to the
front'er, of the 32nd Pioneers fully equipped for service. The de-
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spatch of two guns of mountain artillery from Darjeeling to join the

Despatck of 3and 32nd Pioneers at Padong was also sanctioned.
Pioneers. Orders were issued at the same time for the
clearance of the camping grounds at Sibhok and Reang in the
Terai,

The above orders were afterwards modified by limiting the force M. D., dd.
proceeding to the Sikkim frontier to the head-quarters wing of the 3'* Jaa. '88
32nd Pioneers.

In the meantime the Government of India, with the view of induc- F 0. No 18¢,
ing thé Government of Lhasa to come to a peaceful settlement of
the difficulty arising from the presence of a Tibetan garrison in the
protected State of Sikhim and outside of the
Tibetan frontier, forwarded a letter to the Dalai
Lama, in which it was clearly explained to him that we had not the
slightest wish or desire to interrupt the friendly relations which had
hitherto been maintained with his government and people, or to
assume a hostile attitude towards Tibet, but that it was impossible
for us to allow a barrier to be erected by foreign troops across a
road which was made by ourselves, and over which, underour treaty
with Sikhim, we have an absolute right of way.

Previous to this (16th December 1887) the following letter was r. 0. No. 181,
addressed to the Officer Commanding at Lingtu by the Lieutenant- Feb. 88,
Governor, under the orders of the Government of India:—

Letter to Dalai Lama,

“ His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor General in India commands me
to warn you that unless the Tibetan troops, who have
advanced beyond their own frontier and have wrongfully
occupied Lingtu in the territory of Sikhim, retire within the Tibetan boundary, a
detachment of Her Majesty’s troops will be sent to expel them; but in order
that you may have ample time to forward this communication to your own gov-
ernment, you are accorded until the 15th of March next to effect the required
evacuation.”

Ultimatum to 0. C, at Lingtu,

This message was not accepted at the hands of the messenger F.O. No.18s,
who carried it. There is reason to think, nevertheless, that its pur- Feb- '8%
port, if not its exact words, was made known to him and to the
Tibetans of Phari.

" Briefly, then, the despatch of an expeditionary force may be attri-
buted to the following causes :—

(1) The continued and gratuitous infringement by the Maharaja of the treaty

concluded with Sikhim in 1861 was seriously affecting our

- influence over that Siate.

(2) The establishment of a Tibetan outpost within the Sikhim border, blocking
a road made by ourselves to the Jelep-la, stopped all trade and tended
to detach to Tibetan interests the party in Sikhim favourable to our-
selves.

(3) The refusal of the Lhasa authorities and the apparent disinclination or in-
ability of China to withdraw the intruders.

Summary of political events,

B 2
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CHAPTER II.

The following instructions were issued to the 32nd Pioneers prior
to their departure from Mian Mir for Sikhim :—

“ As extreme cold may be expected in Sikhim, a strict medical examination
should be made of all ranks with a view to rejection of any who may not be con-
sidered capable of standing continuous hard work and exposure in a cold climate.

Ordinary camp equipage should not be taken with the wing : light tents will

be provided for men and followers by the Ordnance Department. ., . . ., . ,

. . Followers to be kept to lowest possible scale, —cooks two per company,

.pakhalis and bhisties as per field service scale, sweepers two per wing, bazar
establishment as per field service scale.”

The right wing of the 32nd Pioneers under the command of
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir Benjamin Bromhead, Bar?., proceeded by rail
from Mi{an Mir to Siliguri.

On the 7th February the wing left Siliguri, and by the 16th
February the Pioneers were at work between Padong (the frontier)
and Siliguri, clearing camping places and improving the road.

On the 27th February, the Sa Chu was bridged, and the head-
quarters of the Pioneers established at Rongli Chu.

In the meantime, a memorandum from the Foreign Department
(No. 428-E., dated 24th February 1888) stated that the Viceroy and
Governor-General in Council “has issued orders for the concentration
“of the following troops on the borders of Sikhim, within the British
“frontier, at or near Padong, with the object of advancing upon Lingtu
“by the 15th March, and occupying that place if the Tibetans have not
“‘evacuated it before that date :—

“4 guns, g-1st Northern Division, Royal Artillery.
“ 200 men, 2nd Battalion, Derbyshire Regiment.
“32nd Pioneers.

“Wing, 13th Bengal Infantry.

2, At the present time a wing of the 32nd Pioneers has advanced
“to Rongli, and has commenced to repair the bridge. - It will be for
t‘the consideration and decision of His Excellency the Commander-in-
i Chief whether this wing should be supported at once, but the Govern-
¢ ment of India desire that it may be strongly impressed on the Officer
¢ Commanding on the spot that he should exercise the utmost watchful-
“ness to guard against surprise, and that every precaution, whether by
¢ means of stockades or other defences, should be taken to secure the
“ position at Rongli.

‘3, It should be explained to Colonel Graham, R.A., the Officer
“selected to command the force, that the object of the expedition is to
‘“advance upon Lingtu and turn the Tibetans out of that place, and
“ thus to vindicate our treaty rights in Sikhim and over the road to the
‘“Jelep-la pass. He should clearly understand that the expedition
“should not be pushed further than absolutely necessary to attain the
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‘““end desired, and no attempt should be made to enter the Jelep-la pass
‘“and invade Tibet. This instruction must not, of course, preclude him,
‘““if he is attacked, from pursuing his assailants across the border, but
‘“it must be explained to him that the Government of India are most
“‘ desirous to confine their efforts to the vindication of their own rights,
““and to avoid anything approaching to ulterior complications with
‘“the government of Tibet or the Tibetans. The question of dividing
‘““the force into two columns,—the one advancing direct on Lingtu, and
“ the other to be posted at Gantok, the latter either to prevent the
‘““ Tibetans raiding from Giantze or Chumbi on the Sikhim villages and
‘““to protect Tumlong; or to move against the line of retreat of the
‘“Lingtu garrison, must be decided by the Officer Commanding on the
‘““advice of the civil and political authorities on the spot, and under the
‘““orders of the Commander-in-Chief ; but the desirability of protecting
“‘the exposed portion of the Sikhim frontier from reprisals must be
‘““borne in mind. As the object of the expedition is merely to turn out
““from a locality in which they have no business a Tibetan garrison
““who have not themselves been guilty of any hostile action outside of
the post they have been occupying, it is to be hoped that their sue.
rerder or dispersion may be effected without loss of life on either
“side, and every endeavour should be made by the Officer Commanding
“to secure this result.”
General Orders, Military Department, No. 169, dated Fort
William, the 25th February 1888, contained the following further in-

structions ;=

No. 169g.—His Excellency the Governor-General in Council has ordered the
despatch of a force as detailed below for operations on the Sikhim-Tibet fron-

tier ; —

Staff.

Colonel T. Graham, R.A., Commanding.
Captain E. A, Travers, 1st Battalion, 2nd Gurkhas, Deputy Assistant Adju-

tant-General.
(1).— Strength of Force.

9-1st Northern Division, R.A. . . . . 4 guns,

2nd Battalion, Derbyshire Regiment . . . 200 men.
Head-quarters wing, 13th Bengal Infantry 400 men,
. (about) 700 men.

32nd Pioneers . . .
(2).—General Regulations.

The organisation of the force will be in conformity with existing rules for field

service,
No men should be allowed to accompany the force but those in every way fit

for service in a cold climate,
Families of British troops left in India will remain at their present stations,

and will receive in addition to subsistence allowance half rations for the wives and
hildren.
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(3)—Ammunition.

168 rounds per gun, 200 rounds per rifle, and 100 rounds per carbine; the
reserve in charge of a Sergeant Conductor of Stores.

(4)»—Camp Equipage.
. . Double-fly for Europeans.
Mountain Artillery {Single-ﬂy for Natives.
Entrenching tools on field service scale, and in addition 100 daos per regiment,
50 per battery, and 50 per cent. for number of followers.

(5).—Stores.

One month’s supply of Quartermaster’s stores to be carried by troops as far as
the base depét.

(6).—Supplies.

Provision for one month’s supplies must be made.

Rations will be issued on the field service scale for British and Native troops
and followers.

Free rations will be allowed from date of departure from, to date of return to,
Siliguri and Darjeeling.

The troops must cut their own firewood, if possible.

Officers will be held responsible for the suitable clothing of their attendants.

(7).—Transport.

As far as possible mules, supplemented by coolies.

(8).—Telegraph.
The needful extension of the telegraph along the line of movement of the troops
will be carried out under orders to be issued in the Public Works Department.

(9)e— General.

A base depdt will be formed at Siliguri or at some place conveniently near under
an officer to be detailed from outside the force, who, with the representatives of the
Quartermaster-General’s and Commissariat Departments, must reach the base 10
days before the troops are ordered to assemble, all stores and supplies being timed
to arrive during the intervening days. All packages to be made up in mule loads,
not exceeding 8olbs, and marked according to regulations. The base depét
establishment deemed necessary will be sanctioned in excess of the main force.

All European officers will be provided with a map on cloth of the proposed
theatre of operations.

Postal arrangements to be made in communication with the Deputy Commise
sioner of Darjeeling. Any necessary provision for the line of communications to be
made by the force.

Reports to be submitted direct to Army Head-Quarters, or as the Commander-
in-Chief may direct,

(10).—Medical.

All medical, sanitary, and hospital arrangements will be carried out under the
directions of the Surgeon-General, Her Majesty’s Forces, Bengal,

(r1).=—Pay and Accounts.

No field audit office will be established ; the accounts of the force will be sent
direct to the Military Accounts Department, Calcutta, for audit.
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A field treasure chest will accompany the force under charge of an officer to be
nominated by the Ofhicer Commanding the force.

Troops, followers, and departments will receive the usual advances of pay
allowed by regulations, and the Controller of Military Accounts, Calcutta, will
arrange for the provision of the necessary quantity of specie to accompany the
force,

(12).—Commissariat.

Three Commissariat officers (two for Supply and one for Transport), with a
small establishment of warrant and non-commissioncd officers, clerks and agents,
will accompany the force.

The scale of rations on payment for officers, &c., and the rate at which re-
coveries for the same are to be effected, as well as the scale of forage rations to
those who are entitled to the same, will be found in the ‘ Commissariat Field
Manual ” and * Field Service Account Manual.”

The annexed memorandum details the dates of movements of the

troops proceeding to Sikhim :—

N[gm_orandum,
Field Operations.

OFFICE OF QUARTER-MASTER GENERAL IN INDIaA,
Fort William, 25¢th February 1868.

Dates of movements of troops proceeding to Sikhim.

Troops. Date of movement. Date of arrival at REMARKS,
1888.
Left wing, 32nd Pioneers| Leave Mian Mir, | Madhopur,  3rd
28th  February| March.
1888. Siliguri, 4th | ( By rail,
March.

Padong, 8th March

By route march,

2 guns, g/1st Northern | Leave Darjeeling, | Padong, 7th March| Ditto.
n., . sth March 1888.
200 men, 2nd Battalion, | Leave Dum-Dum, | Siliguri, 6th | By rail,
Derby. Regt. s5th March 1888. March.
Padong, 10th |By route march,
March.
2 guns, g/ist Northern | Leave Darjeeling, | Padong, 11th | Ditto.
Dn,, R. A, gth March 1888. March.
400 men, 13th Bengal | Leave Allahabad, | Siliguri, 1oth | By rail,
Infantry. 7th March 1888. March.
Padong 14th [By route march,
March.

The head-quarters wing, 3and Pioneers, will concentrate at Padong, or in advance as may be ondered,
The onward movements from Siliguri will be carried out under the orders of the General Officer

Commanding Presidency District.
Detailed instructions respecting transport, camp equipage, &c., will be lssued hereafter,



M. D.

No. 84 S,,
Marcch 2nd,
88,

M. D.

No. 159,
April 18th,
'88,

A.G's

No. 1707,
March 2nd,
’88-

G.G.O0.
No. 215,

March 16th,

'88.

8 Report on the Sikhim Expedition,

With regard to the General Order quoted, the following points re-
quire additional explanation :—

(6) —=Supplies.
The scale of clothing as laid down in para. 233, Commissariat
Field Manual, was sanctioned with the following additions :—

For British troops . . . . .f blanket, barrack.

1 coat, warm.

. 1 blanket, country.
For Native troops . . . . { 1 jacket, Cardigan.
- 1 blanket, country.
For followers. . . . o { 1 coat, warm (blanket).

Free rations were not allowed to the men of the 32nd Ploneers
left at the base depbt at Siliguri in charge of the commissariat
stores, or to the public followers at that station. The grant of free
rations to the troops stationed at Thal during the Afghan War of
1879-80 was ruled not to be a precedent.

(8) . ==Telegraph.

Under the authority of the Field Service Telegraph Rules, offi-
cers in the field can send State telegrams without prepayment.

(9) . —General.

The following officers were detailed for service with the Sikhim
Field Force, with reference to G. G. O. No. 169 of 1888 :—

Commandant of the Base Depbt—Lieutenant-Colonel H. P.
Kirke, General List Infantry.

In charge of the field treasure chest.—Lieutenant W. Prior,
Bengal Staff Corps, Quartermaster, 13th Bengal Infantry.

CHAPTER IIL

PHASE 1.

In pursuance of the orders detailed in the previous chapter, Colo-
Col. Graham arrives Nel Graham, R.A,, proceeded to Siliguri, ar-
at Siliguri. riving there on the 6th March and assuming
command. On that date the only regiment that had arrived on the
scene of operations was the 32nd Pioneers. The remainder of the

force was either en route or had not yet started (vide Time Table
given in the previous chapter).
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On Colonel Graham’s arrival, Captain Mansfield, the Chief Commis.
sariat Officer with the force, reported that stores were being satis-
factorily forwarded to the front by means of country carts to the
Teesta and thence by mules, and that both wings of the 32nd Pioneers
had been sent on with mule carriage.

The left wing of that regiment had started that morning for
Sibhok en route to Padong ; but as no guard had been left over the
commissariat stores, it was deemed advisable to order a detachment
of one native officer and 25 men back to Siliguri as a protection to
the base depbt.

On the 7th Colonel Graham started for Padong, where on his

Arrwal of Col. Gra. arrival on the 1oth he found the left wing of the
ham at Padong. Pioneers under Colonel Nicholls in huts, and
also 2 guns, Royal Artillery, under Major Keith.

The huts are described as of the most flimsy description and
offering no protection whatever from rain. Fortunately a store of
tents was at hand, which were at once distributed to the troops.

On the 11th March, Colonel Graham rode out to Rongli Chu, a
distance of 15 miles, to visit the camp of the head-quarters wing of
the Pioneers. He found the camp situated about 400 yards below
the point fixed on for the permanent bridge over the Rongli Chu, on

Camp of head-quarters a level piece of ground about 50 feet above the
at Rongli Chu. stream. It was surrounded partly by a bamboo
fence and partly by a wall of loose stones.

Immediately below the camp there is a small foot-bridge by which
troops can cross, and close to it a ford.

After inspecting the camp and selecting a site for an advanced
supply depdt at Dolepchen (a point about 2 miles above Colonel
Bromhead’s camp), Colonel Graham returned to Padong, where he
_found that 2 guns, Northern Division, Royal Artillery, under Lieute-
“nant Phillips, and Mr Paul, the Political Officer attached to the force,
had arrived.

Disposition of force on The following shows the general disposition
13th March. of the force on the 12th March :(—

Head-quarters Staff

4 guns, Northern Division, Royal Artlllery
Left wing, Pioneers . . . . .
Detachment, Derbyshire

at Padong.

Head-quarters, Pioneers, at Rongli Chu.
Detachment, 32nd Pioneers, Teesta Bridge.
» » 2 Rhenock Bazar,

Detachment, Pioneers . . . . } Siliguri.
Wing, 13th Bengal Infantry .
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The total number of transport mules with the force on this date
was 1,497, of which 53 were reported sick.

On the 14th March the wing of the r3th Bengal Infantry arrived
in camp Padong under the command of Colonel Michell, thus com-
pleting the detail of the expeditionary force.

The 16th March was the day fixed on for the advance on Lingtu.

Date fized for the ad- 1t had originally been intended that operations
vance. should commence on the 13th, but on Mr. Paul’s
request the advance was postponed on political grounds to the former
date. Moreover, Colonel (Graham considered this postponement ad-
vantageous from a military point of view, as, owing to the excessive
amount of rain that had fallen, the roads were terribly slippery and
heavy, and an extra day or two would give them a chance of drying.

The following were the general arrangements made for the ad-

Arvangements for the vance. The force was divided into two columns.
advance. The first (subsequently known as the Lingtu
column) consisted of—

2 guns, Royal Artillery,

100 men, Derbyshire,

300 Pioneers,
and was commanded by Colonel Graham in person.

The second, known as the Intchi column, was composed of —

2 guns, Royal Artillery,

100 men, Derbyshire.

300 men, 13th Bengal Infantry,
and was commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Michell, of the last-named

Orders for the ad. vegiment. Orders were issued directing the

vance. Intchi column to remain halted at Padong pend-
ing further orders, The column was, however, to be held in readiness,
fully equipped with carriage, to move at a moment’s notice. It was
also directed that infantry were to carry only 40 rounds in the pouch,
while only the regimental ammunition reserve of 30 rounds per man
was to accompany the columns, the remaining 130 rounds per man
was, in the case of the Lingtu column, to be left at Rongli, and in
the case of the Intchi column at Padong (in the event of this column
moving). Similarly, the reserve artillery ammunition was to be left

at the same places, only g6 rounds per gun accompanying each
column,
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Part of both field hospitals were to remain at Padong, only the
absolutely necessary portion going with the columns.

At g A.M. on the 16th March the head-quarters of the expedition-
ary force, together with 2 guns and one company Derbyshire Regi-
ment, left Padong for Rhenock ridge, arriving at 1 P.M., the distance
marched being about 8 miles. At 8 P.M. in the same evening Colonel
Bromhead arrived at head-quarters from his camp at Rongli Chu, and
received instructions to advance to Lingtam the next day. Orders
were also sent to Colonel Michell, Commanding the Intchi column,
to advance the next day to Rhenock Bazar, so as to be ready in case
any forward movement on his part should become necessary. On
the 17th the head-quarters column continued its march to Rongli, six
miles, the advanced guard of 200 Pioneers going on to Lingtam and
entrenching for the night.

Instructions were sent to Colonel Michell to send 200 men of his

Movement on Paky- Te€giment to Pakyong, also to forward full supplies
ong. for ten days to that place as soon as possible.
It was further decided by Colonel Graham, in consultation with the

Detachment to Lagya- Political Officer, to detail a party of 50 men to
pla. move slowly, carefully reconnoitring as it went,
from Pakyong w/4 the Shintingla road to Lagyapla. It was hoped
that by this movement not only would the Raja of Sikhim’s flight not
be hastened, but that eventually this party might succeed in cutting
off the retreat of the Lingtu garrison unless they retired beforehand.

Orders to the above effect were accordingly despatched to Colo-
nel Michell, and that officer was further informed that the Shintingla
party, if opposed, was to halt and send back word, but it was not to
retreat unless obliged, nor was it to attempt to advance.

Colonel Michell was also informed that he was at liberty to
strengthen this party if he considered such action desirable.

It would be as well here to explain that the Political Officer de-
precated an advance on Intchi itself, fearing that it might result in
the flight of the Sikhim Raja into Tibet, leading to further political
complications.

On the following day the Lingtu column reached Sedongchen and
encamped on a favourable piece of ground situated on the left
bank of the Lingtam stream. At 2-30 P.M. Colonel Graham, taking
a party of 30 Pioneers, reconnoitred towards Jeluk. Just before
reaching this place the party was fired at from a stockade erected
across the road. The Pioneers returned the fire, but as it was late,
Colonel Graham did not consider it advisable to press the attack,
and therefore slowly withdrew. During the retirement a few shots
were fired by the enemy, but none of our men were touched. In
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Colonel Graham’s opinion the party could easily have held its own;
but as indications were not wanting that the enemy was attempting
to turn the flanks, it was deemed prudent to retire. That evening all
necessary precautions were taken to guard the camp from surprise,
but no attack was attempted. On the 20th March the force advanced
to attack the enemy seen the previous evening near Jeluk. The fol-
lowing is Colonel Graham’s account of the engagement, together
with the subsequent capture of the Lingtu Fort :—

From Officer Commanding Sikhim Expeditionary Force, to Adjutant-General in India

—(No. 15, dated Camp Lingtu, 26th March 1888),

Colonel Graham's ar- . I have the honor to forward, for the information of
count of attack on Feluk  His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, a report of

d ¢ at . . .
;:‘Z:faLd;;gatz capture of  the operations ending inthe capture of the fort of Lingtu.

Strength.
#g-1 Northern Division,

Royal Artillery, com-
manded by Major J.

D‘Ef::ﬁxﬁéﬁé 2od Bat-  BUnS 2. The forcel under my immediate command,
talion, the Derbyshire composed as marginally noted,* reached Sedongchen,
Regiment (Sherwood some seven miles from Lingtu, at mid-day on the
Foresters), command- Ioth instant

ed by Captain H. 9 ant,

Wylly . .100 mene

32nd Punjab Pioneers,
commanded by Lieute-
nant-Colonel Sir B.
Bromhead, Bart. . 300 ,,

3. A reconnaissance made that afternoon showed that the Tibetans had occu-
pied a position about two and a half miles from our
camp, and close to the encamping-ground at Jeluk;
that they had erected a stockade on the top of a very steep ascent, and barricaded
the road with a stone breastwork. It was impossible to estimate their numbers,
but from information supplied by the Political Officer it was unlikely that they
were very numerous.

4. At 7A.M., onthe morning of the 20th instant, I advanced from Sedongchen

with the force noted in the margin,* the Pioneers form-
Strength of advanced party. ing the advance guard, with the Derbyshire in support.
‘llg:;x?e?: nt Perb): Sh;'; men. 1 further directed the two guns of g-1st Northern Divi-
32nd Punjab Pioneers 100 ,, sion, Royal Artillery, to follow us an hour later, their

escort of 50 men of the Pioneers starting at the same
time as the advanced party in order to repair the road, which was very bad.

s. The advance was slow, as, owing to the dense bamboo jungle through which
the road ran, and alsothe steepness of the road itself
and its many windings, great caution was necessary.
6. On reaching the spot where the enemy had been encountered the previous
evening, shots were fired at the advance guard, but
were not returned by the Pioneers until they were
close to the enemy, when, after firing a few shots, they charged with a cheer
straight at the centre of the stockade, headed by Colonel Bromhead, who was
himself the first man into the work. The place was carried after a short struggle,
during which I moved up a section of the Derbyshire in support of the Pioneers.
After carrying the stockade, Colonel Bromhead continued his advance for about a
mile along the Lingtu road in pursuit of the flying enemy, and then halted.

Reconnaissance.

Nature of road.

Attack on Jeluk stockade,
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7. Meanwhile, at his first advance, Colonel Bromhead had detached a party of
his men under Captain H. R. W. Lumsden along the
. road, which passed to the left of the stockade, and
across which the enemy had built a stone breastwork. On advancing to within
about ten yards of this wall, the party found that the road had been cut away, and
that to approach nearer was impossible. The defenders of the breastwork,
unaware apparently that the main work had been carried, continued to fire on this
party, and I was obliged to send some of the Derbyshire down from the stockade,
thus taking them in rear before they were dislodged.

8. The enemy’s position consisted of a strong stockade about 200 yards in
length and seven feet high. It was constructed of
large logs laid horizontally, whilst trees had been
felled in front, and formed a sort of abattis. It rested at either end on a pre-
cipice, so that it could not be turned; and as the approach to it was up a very
steep—in fact, a precipitous—ascent, it formed a most formidable obstacle. The
road ran round the left of the stockade, about 30 feet below it, and had been, as
above stated, cut away and barricaded,

g. The enemy numbered about 120, armed with matchlocks, bows, and slings ;
and during the attack many of the bowmen were in
trees, and discharged large numbers of arrows, so
that it is singular that so few of our men were hit. Their loss was at the time
supposed to be about 12 killed and 20 to 30 wounded, but I have since had reason
to believe that it exceeded that number. One Tibetan was taken prisoner, the
remainder escaping down the hills in different directions.

10. On our side Captain Lumsden received a bullet wound in his left arm, and

four sepoys of the 32nd Pioneers were slightly wound-
ed (vide return of casualties attached).
11. After re-forming the force, I proceeded along the Lingtu road as far as
Garnei unmolested by the enemy; and though here
within 1,700 yards of the Lingtu fort, measured in a
straight line, I was unable to see the fort owing to the mist.

12. I reinforced Colonel Bromhead by the 50 men escorting the guns, who
reached Garnei shortly after I did, and directed him
to remain where he was for the night. The Royal
Artillery and detachment Derbyshire Regiment spent the night at Jeluk. Their
baggage was sent up to them from Sedongchen, but, owing to the bad state of the
road, much of it did not reach them until the next morning, and consequently they
passed an uncomfortable night. 1 returned myself to Sedongchen.

13. Before leaving Jeluk, 1 directed Major J. Keith, R.A., who commanded
there, to march to Garnei at daybreak with his two
guns and the detachment Derbyshire Regiment, and
endeavour, if possible, to shell the fort at Lingtu.

14. On arriving at Jeluk the next morning with 50 more men of the Pioneers
I found that, owing to the non-arrival of the baggage,
Major Keith had been unable to start, as the Derby-
shire detachment had had no food that morning. His own men had fared bette:r,
so I directed him to bring on his guns at once to Garnei, leaving the Derbvshire
to follow when the men had had their breakfasts.

15. We reached Garnei about g-30 A.M., the road being very steep and broken,
and found that the Pioneers had been undisturbed
during the night. It was, however, so misty, that nothing
could be seen of the Lingtu fort. A Tibetan soldier, one of several fugitives

Attack on stone breastwork.

Enemy's position.;

Numbers and losses of enemy,

Casualties.

Advance continued.

Arrangements for the night.

Orders for shelling fort.

Delay in adwvance.

Arrival at Garnei.
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who had endeavoured to get past Garnei during the night, had been cap-
tured by Colonel Bromhead, and corroborated the accounts which we had pre.
viously heard regarding the preparation of “booby-traps ™ (i.c., large heaps of
stones arranged over the road so as to fall on the heads of the attackers). On ar.
riving at Garnei, the prisoner taken at Jeluk was at once despatched with a letter
in the Tibetan character, stating that, if the fort was evacuated at once, the defend-
ers would be allowgd to retire unmolested, but that an immediate reply must be
sent. This man was never seen again, nor was any reply received.
16. The detachment Derbyshire Regiment arrived at 11 a.mM,, and 1 then
determined to move on towards Lingtu. The ad-
Order of march towards. vance guard was composed of 50 men of the 32nd
Lingtu. Pioneers under Sir Benjamin Bromhead. He had
orders to move on very cautiously, keeping men well above him on the crest of the
ridge up which the road ran, and on arriving at a point on the road beyond which
. it was believed that a * booby-trap >’ had been con-
* Order ofb'::;f:h of main structed, he was to halt and awZin qur)ther orders. The
Detachment Derby- remainder of the column followed at an interval of

Shtirlsl R‘:E;f:‘rfnlsivi' gomen. 450 yards in the order shown in the margin.*
g-1st Nor -

sion, Royal Artil-

lery . . . 2guns.
32nd  Punjab Pio-
neers . . . 150men.

17. The mist was so dense that it was impossible to see, as a rule, more than
' 50 yards; and owing to this, as well as to the steep
and broken nature of the road, the advance was but
slow. The snow, too, which was partially thawed, and which near Garnei was two
or three inches deep, gradually increased in depth as we advanced, until, at Lingtu,
it lay two feet deep even on the road.

18. The advance was commenced at 11-30, but it was nearly 1-15 before Colo-
nel Bromhead sent word that he had reached the
spot in front of which the “ booby-trap >’ was supposed
to be. On hearing this [ sent him orders to leave the road and advance straight
up the ridge (intending thus to get behind the trap), while at the same time I sent
forward the Derbyshire, a section at a time, at intervals of 100 yards, to his sup-
port up the same ridge from a point below. On leaving the road, the ascent be-
came precipitous, and the snow very deep; but the men pressed on eagerly, anxi-
ous to reach the summit.

19. At about 1-30 P.M. I heard the bugle of the 32nd Pioneers sound the
charge, but without any firing; and word arrived
from Colonel Bromhead that he had reached the gate
of the fort, and, finding it open, had charged through it. When he entered, the
place was occupied by some 30 Tibetans, who fled at his approach along the Gna-
thong road. A party of the 32nd Pioneers was at once despatched along the Gna-
thong road, and proceeded some two miles in that direction, but without finding
any trace of the enemy. .

20. Although the fort of Lingtu was thus occupied without resistance, I desire
to bring to His Excellency’s notice the behaviour of
the troops during this most trying march. They, one
and all, made light of the discomforts to which they were subjected, and vied with
one another in their anxiety to come to close quarters with the enemy. Both then
and since they have had to put up with many privations, due to the wet and cold,
as well as to the bad state of the roads and the high altitude (12,600 feet above the

sea); but .they have been at all times in the best of spirits, and anxious to make
light of their troubles.

State of road, &'c.

Description of aduvance.

Capture of Fort Lingtu.

Behaviour of troops.
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21. I am especially indebted to Lieutenant-Colonel Sir Benjamin Bromhead,
Bart., 32nd Pioneers, both for the way in which he led his men, both at Jeluk and
‘during the march on Lingtu, and also for the admirable manner in which he care
ried out the duties of commander of the advance-guard during the march from the
Rongli river to Jeluk.

22, Colonel Bromhead has brought to my notice the plucky way in which Cap-

® Lance Naick Jowahir tain H.R.W. Lumsden led his men at the attack onJe-
Siggh, A COmP-’*“)’-S_ b luk, and of this [ was myself also a witness ; and he also
Con:s:{y_ Nutha Singh, F 1 entions the marginally noted® men of his regiment as
Co&j;*p:z Sahib Singh, A  having been particularly forward during the assault,
i 23. The marginally noted} men of the Derbyshire

Tth::; ' gl?irﬁolor Sergeant Regiment also distinguished themselves during the

No. 745 Corporal Thomas attack on Jeluk.
McCullough, ,
24. I also wish to bring to His Excellency’s notice the following officers, vis.—

Captain E. A. Travers, 1st Battalion, 2nd (Prince of Wales’ Own) Gur-
khas, has not only been of the greatest assistance to me as Deputy
Assistant Adjutant-General of the Force, but during the attack on the
stockade at Jeluk he was into the work immediately after the leading
party, and was most useful in collecting the men who had become scat-
tered during the attack, and in directing the turning movement against
the men in the breastwork on the road.

Lieutenant E. Bickford, R.A., my Orderly Officer, was also well to the front,
and was most useful in keeping me informed of all that was going on
during the attack, it being impossible for me, owing to the thickness of
the jungle, to see more than a few yards.

25. In conclusion, I would desire to place on record my indebtedness to Mr.
A. W. Paul, Bengal Civil Service, the Political Officer with the Force, owing to
whose exertions and personal popularity with the people of the country we have at
all times been plentifully supplied with coolies (without which it would have been
impossible to advance), and by whom I have myself been at all times provided
with the most accurate information. To Mr. Paul’s Assistant, Tendoop Pulger, I
would also offer my best thanks. His local knowledge has been at times invalu-
able, especially during the advance on Lingtu fort, when, by means of his assist-
ance, we were able to avoid the spot where, as we found on our arrival, the enemy
had placed large boulders above the road.

3280 REGIMENT or PIONEERS.
Return of Casualties in action at Feluk (Stkhim) on 20th March 1888.

SuMmMAaRY.
Officers—Killed nil; wounded, 1; missing, nil.
Non-commissioned Officers and men—Killed nil ; wounded, 4; missing nil.
Nomsinal veturn of Officers,

Killed.

Rank. Name. Nature of wound.

Nil.
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Wounded.

Description of

Rank, Name. wound — dangerous, Nature of wound,
severe, or slight.

Captain .| H.R, W, Lumsden . . | Slight . . | Gunshot wound through flesh,
and much of leit upper arm.

Nominal veturn of Non-Commsissioned Officers and men,

Killed,
Regtl. No. Rank. ‘ Name. Nature of wound.
Nil.
- Wounded.

. - Description of

egtl. wound—rlanger-
RI\E). Rank. Name. ous, severe, Of Nature of wound.

slight,

. 2331 | Sepoy .| Jagat Singh . ' . | Slight . . | Gunshot wound through flesh,
. . left upper arm.

1531 | Sepoy .| Jawala Singh . . | Skight . . | Contusion on forehead by a

: stone.
1664 | Sepoy .| Buta Singh . . . | Slight ., . | Contusion on leg above knee
. by a stone.
1766 | Sepoy .| Gurdit Singh . .| Sight ., « | Arrow wound on knuckle.

The following is Colonel Graham’s description of the captured
fort :— '
“ The fort (so-called) consists of a straight wall of loose stones some four feet

thick and about 240 yards in length., Its average height is about 12 feet, but as
it is built in steps, thus

I

it is in places much lower. There is a round tower some 15 feet high and

Description of Lingtu 12 feet in diameter at each end of the wall, and
Fort. in the centre of the wall there is a wooden doorway
through which the road runs. There are loopholes in the wall about every 20
feet, but they are so badly constructed that the fire from them would have but
ittle effect, and there is no banquette of any kind, so that it would have been
lmpossible for the defenders to fire over the top of the wall. There is complete
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cover to within a few yards of the wall at several points, and the wall itself does
not extend to within some 20 yards of the top of the hill, so that had resistance
been offered, there would not have been the slightest difficulty in taking the work.
There is one detached tower about 200 to 300 yards off the walls, the same size as
those at the end of the wall. The place is hardly worthy the name of a fort, as

it is quite incapable of defence.”

The fort having been captured. the Derbyshire and Pioneers
were directed to occupy the barracks built by the Tibetans, which
afforded ample accommodation for both ; Colonel Graham, however,
returned to Garnei, which was more centrally situated. So quickly
had the capture of the fort been effected that the guns had been un-
able to arrive in time to take part in the attack. Consequently they
were halted about } mile from the gate and were subsequently ordered
back to Garnei, there being no forage available at Lingtu, and the only
water procurable being melted snow. With the exception of a con-
siderable quantity of tobacco, nothing of the slightest value was found
in the fort,

Whilst the Lingtu column was engaged as above narrated, the
Intchi column, in obedience to the orders
previously detailed, advanced on the 1jth
March to Rhenock Bazar. From here 200 Pioneers under Captain
Fairbrother were pushed on to Pakyong, where they arrived on the
1gth. From Pakyong a party of 50 men under Lieutenant Davidson
was directed to move on Lagyapla v/4 the Shintingla road. This
party had reached Jongchin on the 23rd March, when it was recalled
agreeably to orders received from head-quarters.

Intchi Column.

CHAPTER 1IV.

PHASE 1I.

In the previous chapter we have seen that the main object of the
expedition, v7z, the expulsion of the Tibetans from the Sikhim
Raja’s territory, had now been effected. It remained for Colonel
Graham to make the necessary dispositions to protect the exposed
portion of the Sikhim frontier from reprisals. Probably from a
purely military point of view the most effectual means of gaining
this end would have been to carry the war into the enemy’s country,
and by the infliction of a severe defeat or defeats compel him
to ‘sue for peace on our own terms. But such a course would
have led to complications with the Tibetan Government, and possi-
bly with that of China also. It was therefore deemed advisable to
limit the operations, as far as possible, to the Sikhim territory, no
advance into Thibet being permitted except in the case of a pursuit
after a defeated attack.

C 2

M. D. letter,
Fort Wiiliam,
2sth Feb, '88.



M. D. Tel.
No. 142 S,,
24th March
'88.
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On the 24th March Government telegraphed the following order
to the Officer Commanding at Sikhim:—

““The defences of Lingtu should be demolished and the road re-

Instructions to Colo- ' paired. The artillery can be withdrawn to
nel Graham. “Darjeeling, but no further reduction of the
‘““force should be made at present without orders.

“ The main body should temporarily take up such a position as
“will prevent any re-occupation of Lingtu by the Tibetans, and will
‘““be convenient for the health and security of the troops. If possible,
‘“ this position should be chosen so that it may hereafter, if necessary,
“’be occupied by a detachment for a few months to control the road
“and prevent the re-occ